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Dear reader,

We are pleased to share the latest ACT news. Amid global turmoil, ACT's
performance has remained steady. We have delivered a number of excellent PhDs,
welcomed notable speakers to our external lecture series, and published widely for
academic, teaching, and professional audiences. We have also embarked on new
ventures, including European Law Unbound — Society, which launched successfully
at its inaugural event at Charles University in Prague. We hope this update will
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provide you with an encouraging dose of normalcy, as you approach a well-deserved
holiday break.

Kind regards,
Marija Bartl

Congratulations to our Colleagues for Completing their PhD's!

Dr. Yannick van den Berg

Yannick van den Berg defended his
dissertation on June 26th

titled, ‘Indulging in Paradise? EU law
and policy of holiday air travel through
the lens of practice theory’. An
interview about his research can be
found here.

Dr. Eva Vermeulen

On October 3rd, Eva Vermeulen
defended the dissertation ‘Doing
Justice to Property. A Capability Theory
for Legal Property Design' Her research
was later picked up by De Volkskrant
(see below). You can also watch the

defense ceremony here.
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Dr. Gina Hindriks

Gina Hindriks defended her
dissertation on October 10th

titled, Europees contractenrecht voor
passagiers. Read more later in this
newsletter, where she shares insights
from an interview about her research
and the challenges travellers face
under current EU rules. Watch the
ceremony here.

Event Highlights

Interfacing Private Law Lecture Series

In September, we launched our new
lecture series, Interfacing Private Law,
which explores how private law is
reshaped through its interfaces with
other legal fields, technology, society,
and the economy. The kick-off featured
world-renowned legal scholar
Katharina Pistor (Columbia Law
School), joined by distinguished
speakers Rita Simon (Palacky
University Olomouc) and Ernest Lim
(National University of Singapore).
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ACT and UvA Law School as Driving
Forces of European Law Unbound
Society

On 25-26 September 2025, the

first European Law Unbound
conference took place in Prague, with
the Amsterdam Law School as one of
the main sponsors. Next to ELU-S co-
president Marija Bartl and secretary-
general Candida Leone, ACT members
Yannick van den Berg, Francesca
Episcopo, and Klaas Eller participated
and gave talks about (among others)
just transition pathways, privacy
harms, and the inner workings of the
German Law Journal. We hope for an
even bigger delegation in Lisbon next
September!

Masterclass with Katharina Pistor [ UnsvesrerT ax AvseRon r
(Columbia Law School)

Transnational and European
Private Law Masterclass 2025:

Date, Time & Location
Monday, September 29
09:00 - 11:00

Room A3.15

On 29 September 2025, ACT and the LLM KATHARINA PISTOR

(Columbia Law School)

in Transnational and European Private The Codle of GapHal and
Law hosted a masterclass with Katharina vs M"s'e’s
Pistor (Columbia Law School). Drawing

on her forthcoming book, The Law of

Capitalism and How to Transform It,

/’A
v Hosted by the Amsterdam Center
for Transformative Private Law and
. the LLM in Transnational and
European Private Law

Katharina Pistor is the Edwin B. Parker
Professor of Comparative Law at Columbia Law

Pistor discussed how legal professionals
shape the “code” of capital and the

responsibilities that come with it. The ST TR e

property rights, and comparative law and legal o
session brought together graduate Com e e | P e
students and early-career researchers for oy g & s ot

a lively, thought-provoking exchange.
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Symposium Historisch onrecht:
procedurele rechtvaardigheid en wegen
naar herstel

On 16 October 2025, ACT and Integraal
Privaatrecht members Anna van Duin,
Bregje Dijksterhuis and Sacha Tamboer
hosted a symposium on procedural
justice and paths to repair. The panels
explored the restitution of Nazi-looted
art and government compensation
schemes, bringing together academics
and legal practitioners to discuss how
law can support recognition and
reparative justice.

29th lus Commune Conference

The 29th Annual lus Commune

Conference was hosted by the UvA's
private law department on 27-28
November 2025 and organized by ACT
researchers Jeroen Heuving, Jessica
Turco, Joti Roest, Nena van der Horst,
and Mireilla Peereboom and ACT
member Laura Burgers delivered one of
the keynote lectures and several ACT
researchers organized and chaired
workshops throughout the programme.
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Collective Redress & Digital Fairness
Conference

On 10-11 December 2025, ACT
members Anna van Duin, Francesca

Episcopo, Aart Jonkers, and Sebastien
De Rey, with support from Stichting
Onderzoek Collectieve Actie, hosted
the “Collective Redress and Digital
Fairness Conference” at the University
of Amsterdam. Building on the DTDM-
funded APPLIED project and ACT’s
Integraal Privaatrecht initiative,

18

participants discussed how collective |
actions can curb Big Tech’s unfair , |
practices and enhance digital '
accountability.

News

Featured Researcher

Gina Hindriks

Gina Hindriks discussed her PhD
research on European
passenger-rights, exposing how
compensation rules vary dramatically
depending on the mode of transport
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and often leave travellers at a
disadvantage. Read the full interview to
learn more about her findings and
proposed reforms.

Read the full interview -

New Visiting Researchers Join the ACT

Adriana Baselice

Adriana Baselice (University of Naples
“L’Orientale”) joined the ACT in September
2025. Her PhD research focuses on using
blockchain technology to enhance the
authenticity and transparency of
sustainable products in the agrifood
sector. Her stay at ACT will help her
deepen both the legal and trust-related
aspects of blockchain, building on her
background in sustainable development
and business management.

Impact

Allegra Grillo

Allegra Grillo (University of Genova) joined
the ACT in October to advance her doctoral
research on whether a subjective right to
housing can be meaningfully grounded in
legal and philosophical theories of rights.
Her work focuses on housing studies,
property and social-housing law, including
a comparative analysis of social-housing
privatisation in Milan and Amsterdam.
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Now Accessible Open Access:

Uncovering European Private Law: A U N COV E R| N G

Student Handbook EUROPEAN PRIVATE LAW

A STUDENT HANDBOOK

Uncovering European Private Law: A
Student Handbook, edited by Chantal
Mak, Laura Burgers, and Marija Bartlis a
collective book project written and edited
by ACT members. Designed for teaching,
it offers structured, student-focused
chapters covering foundational concepts
and contemporary developments in

European private law.
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How Useful is a Tax for Long Flights?

Yannick van den Berg appeared on 15 September 2025 on NPO Radio 1°’s Ditis de
Dag -Hoe nuttig is een tax voor lange vluchten?, to comment on a proposed long-
flight tax, drawing on his PhD research into green air-travel policy. He discussed

whether higher taxes for long flights could effectively curb emissions and shift travel
behaviour. Listen here.

Expert Comment by Marco Loos on Consumer Protection in De Volkskrant

Marco Loos provided expert commentary in De Volkskrant for an undercover
investigation into doorstep selling practices by fibre-optic providers in the
article, Undercover op de drempel: journalist Jeroen van Bergeijk verkocht glasvezel
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aan de deur. ‘Lets fk goooo’. His insights helped contextualise the consumer-law
implications uncovered by the journalist’s fieldwork. The full piece appeared in the
Saturday 27th of September edition and is also available online.

Femicide: (ex-) Partners are More Dangerous than Strangers

Bregje Dijksterhuis was interviewed by the University of Amsterdam on September
30th about her research on femicide, (ex-)partner violence, and the role of family
law in preventing lethal escalation. She highlighted how intimate partners pose far
greater risks than strangers and discussed the legal and institutional reforms
needed to address this reality. Read the full interview here.

Eva Vermeulen in De Volkskrant on the Housing Crisis

Eva Vermeulen appeared in De Volkskrant on November 22nd to discuss insights
from her PhD research on the housing crisis, arguing that meaningful solutions
require rethinking entrenched ideas about home ownership. As she notes,
“ownership is not sacred,” calling for legal and policy approaches that make housing
more accessible and equitable. Read the article here.

Candida Leone’s Scholarship Cited by Amsterdam Court of Appeals

On December 2nd, the Amsterdam Court of Appeal released its judgement,
Candida Leone’s article ‘It’s the rendement, stupid’, (MvV 2025, nr. 2) has

been cited by the Amsterdam Court of Appeals to support their finding that the (very
far reaching) consequences of compounded price increase terms in residential
tenancy contracts are not transparent for the average consumer.

Upcoming Events
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Symposium Historisch onrecht (Part 2)

Moot Court (A3.15)

Symposium: Rethinking the Corporation: Between Purpose, Profit, and

Property, featuring Prof. Colin Mayer and Prof. Paddy Ireland

PhD Defense of Nena van der Horst

Interfacing Private Law Lecture Series with Britta van Beers (VU)

A3.01, 15.30-17.00

Conference: Apologies & Law: Intersections, Tensions, and Transformation

Interfacing Private Law Lecture Series with Elbert de Jong (U Utrecht)

A3.01, 15.30-17.00, A3.01, 15.30-17.00

A3.01, 15.30-17.00

ACT External Lecture with Professor Bronwen Morgan (UNSW Sydney)

A3.01, 15.30-17.00, A3.01, 15.30-17.00

A3.01, 15.30-17.00
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