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Dear readers,

In recent years, the European legislator has led various new developments in
private law, covering sustainable finance, corporate social due diligence, the
right to repair, collective actions, privacy rights, and platform dominance. After
the recent elections, there is speculation about the vigor with which new
amibitions will be pursued. Concurrently, several private law developments are

emerging at the EU Member State level, particularly in company law, where
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'steward ownership' is gaining traction. At ACT, we will closely monitor these
developments and continue the academic exchange through the

Transformative Private Law Blog, among other things.

The Amsterdam Centre for Transformative Private Law has had an excellent
spring. Alongside our external lecture series, titled this year ‘Futuring Private
Law,” we are particularly proud to celebrate three remarkable PhD defenses by

Jennifer de Lange, Frances Chukwu, and Debadatta Bose.
ACT members wish you a wonderful summer!

Kind regards,
Marija Bartl

News

Congratulations to our Colleagues for Completing their
PhD's!

Dr. Jennifer de Lange

On February 14th, Jennifer de Lange
defended her doctoral thesis, titled
‘Great Expectations of Sustainable
Finance: A Critical Analysis of EU
Sustainable Finance Strategy and
Sustainable Finance Regulation’. The
thesis develops an assessment
framework for the critical analysis of

sustainable finance strategy and




regulation, presents a series of
critical analyses, and makes several
suggestions for the future

development of sustainable finance.

Dr. Francis Chukwu

On June 3rd, Francis Chukwu
defended his PhD titled, 'Sovereign
Debt and Holdout Disruption: A
Good Faith and Relational Contract
Approach'. The thesis is an analysis
of holdout disruption as a legal and

socio-economic problem.

Dr. Debadatta Bose

On June 12th, Debadatta Bose
defended his PhD titled 'Just
Business Redux: Transnational
Corporate Responsibility Decoded
Through Relational Justice'. The
thesis explores what responsibilities
corporate entities have for human
rights violations in their supply
chains, through a private law theory

lens.




Highlights

Save the Date: Marija
Bartl's Inaugural Lecture

On October 25th, 2024, Marija
Bartl's inaugural lecture will take
place at the Aula of the University of
Amsterdam at 16.30.

The lecture will be preceeded by the
roundtable, ‘From Critical to
Transformative Law and Legal
Discourse’, from 13.00-15.00 (ALS)

at the Roeterseiland campus.

Milestone Achievement:
Book 7 Draft Submitted to
Belgian Parliament

In May 2024, the experts in the ad
hoc Law Comission appointed by the
Beligian Minister of Justice,
including ACT member Sebastien De
Rey, prepared and submitted

the draft of Book 7, 'Specific

Contracts,' of the Belgian Civil Code
to the Belgian Parliament. This draft

marks a significant milestone in
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Belgium's ongoing recodification
process. Sebastien is proud to have
contributed to this effort and
represented Amsterdam/ACT.

Published: The
Foundations of European
Transnational Private Law

On May 30th, 2024, 'The
Foundations of European
Transnational Private Law', was
published by Hart Publishing.

ACT's own Rodrigo Vallejo Garreton
co-edited the volume together with
Anna Beckers, Hans-W Micklitz and

Pia Letto-Vanamo.

You can find more information about

the publication here.

The Foundations of
European Transnational
Private Law

EDITED BY
ANNA BECKERS, HANS-W MICKLITZ,
RODRIGO VALLEJO & PIA LETTO-VANAMO
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Coming Out This
September: Reimagining
Prosperity: Toward a New
Imaginary of Law and

Political Economy in the
EU

Marija Bartl's new book,
‘Reimagining Prosperity: Toward a
New Imaginary of Law and Political
Economy in the EU’, is set to be
published this September with CUP.

Find out more here.

Featured Researcher

Francis Chukwu

Some countries must borrow money
to build roads, schools, and hospitals.
But when the debt burden becomes
too heavy, things can go downhill
quickly. In his thesis, researcher
Francis Chukwu argues for better use
of the law to avoid an even greater

power imbalance.

Read the interview with Francis here.
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Media and Talks

Climate Verdict Breakdown on Sophie en Jeroen:
KlimaSeniorinnen v. Switzerland

On April 9th 2024, Laura Burgers appeared on the talk show 'Sophie en Jeroen’
to discuss the European Court of Human Rights judgment in the climate case
of KlimaSeniorinnen v. Switzerland. Laura provided expert analysis on the
implications of the ruling and its significance for future climate litigation. The

full episode can be viewed here.

Interview on the Steward Ownership Proposal

On the 26th of March, 2024, Nena van der Horst was recently interviewed by

the Financieele Dagblad (FD) regarding the proposal for a new legal form in the
Netherlands, the 'rentmeestervennootschap'. In the interview, Nena shared her
insights on the potential impacts and benefits of this new legal structure, which

is based on stewardship principles. The full interview can be read here.

Preventing Environmental Bail Outs

A fundamental principle of environmental law is that the polluter pays. What if
the polluter cannot pay? Aart Jonkers and Rolef de Weijs wrote a report on
environmental claims in Dutch insolvency and reorganization procedures. They

presented it at the NVRII/NACIIL 2024 Annual Meeting on 10 June 2024.
Podcasts

Sebastien de Rey on VRTnws Podcast
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On April 5th, 2024, Sebastien de Rey was quoted on the VRTnws podcast
'Onder ons: crimi: Gedwongen excuses? Sporen op schedels? Strafbare
fantasieén', discussing topics ranging from forced apologies to forensic
evidence and criminal fantasies. Sebastien provided valuable insights into

these complex legal issues, the episode of which can be listened to here.

New Episode of the Non-Extractive Future Podcast -
Rethinking Property: Commons.

In the latest thought-provoking episode, Professor Marija Bartl invites Sophie
Bloemen from the Commons Network and Mario Pagano, postdoctoral
researcher at the University of Amsterdam, to explore the concept of
'commons' and its potential to reshape traditional notions of property.

Listen here.

Devrim Kroese and Gina Hindriks on Jong Juridisch's
Podcast

Gina Hindriks and Devrim Kroese, members of ACT, were invited as special

guests on the podcast episode of Jong Juridisch, released on April 18th, 2024.

During the episode, they delved into the intricacies of liability law, focusing on
various scenarios such as traffic accidents, sports, games, and other exceptional

cases, while also offering insights on how to assess and approximate damages.

Upcoming Events

Symposium Collectivisering in het privaatrecht
Koninklijk Instituut voor de Tropen, 13.00-19.00

jun
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In dit symposium wordt collectivisering benaderd vanuit verschillende
juridische deelgebieden: goederenrecht, aansprakelijkheidsrecht en

ondernemingsrecht. Voor ieder deelgebied treden zowel sprekers met
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een wetenschappelijke achtergrond als sprekers met een
praktijkachtergrond op en wordt ook ruimte ingebouwd voor

discussie.

Futuring Private Law Lecture Series with Felipe Jiménez (USC

July
Gould)
1 REC A3.01 & online, 15.30-17.00
The Institution of Contract
o Nieuw Belgisch verbintenissenrecht vanuit Nederlands perspectief
Koninklijk Instituut voor de Tropen, 13.30-18.30
3
o g Social Justice, Private Law and Europe (?) 2004-2044 - Keeping the

Hope Alive
24 &  Roeterseiland REC A3.01, TBD

25  The workshop will centre around sessions aiming to capture some of
the key problems of inequality and social injustice affecting today’s
world. Poverty, racism, eurocentrism, gender and queerness, labour
and markets, digital technologies, climate change, colonial extraction,
and radical democracy, are some of the social (in)justice themes we

shall reflect on. For more information, click here.

Marija Bartl's Inaugural Lecture

oct

Oude Lutherse Kerk (Singel 411, 1012 Xm Amsterdam Noord-holland), 16.30-17.30
25
oct Roundtable: From Critical to Transformative Law and Legal

Discourse
25 Roeterseiland campus, Moot Court A3.15, 13.00-15.00

Recent Research Output
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