
 

Dear colleagues,  

 

We are happy to share with you a new ACT newsletter, full of interesting events, 

publications, media appearances and stories!  We hope that our newsletter will ease you 

into the restful holiday break, after yet another eventful year. 

 

Warm washes,  

Marija Bartl 
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News 

 
  

 

  New PhD Researchers Join the ACT 

   

  

Lenin Chisaira is a new PhD researcher 

focusing on the intersection of law, 

climate finance and socio-ecological 

transformation. With a background in 

environmental law advocacy, his research 

explores how legal frameworks impact 

sustainable financial inclusion and 

solidarity-economic practices in the 

Anthropocene. 

 

  

  

  

  

Yevai Gerber is a new PhD researcher 

focusing on private law’s role in fostering 

sustainable food systems inspired by 

African philosophy like Ubuntu. She 

draws on her background in international 

business law and animal law research to 

explore innovative legal frameworks. 
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Reimagining Prosperity: Toward a New 

Imaginary of Law and Political Economy 

in the EU (Open Access) 

In November 2024, Marija Bartl 

published her latest book, Reimagining 

Prosperity: Toward a New Imaginary of 

Law and Political Economy in the EU. In 

this work, Bartl explores how the 

European Union can reshape its legal and 

economic frameworks to foster a more 

inclusive and sustainable vision of 

prosperity.  
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Global Rights?: Human Rights in 

Complex Governance 

ACT member Rodrigo Vallejo and Nehal 

Bhuta published a new book titled, Global 

Rights? Human Rights in Complex 

Governance. 

 

The book interrogates how human rights 

and global governance interact with 

various sub-fields of international and 

transnational regulation to answer these 

foundational questions. Find out 

more here. 

 

    

  

  
   

  

Het nieuwe Belgische verbintenissenrecht 

vanuit Nederlands perspectief 

On October 3rd, 2024, Sébastien De Rey 

published Het nieuwe Belgische 

verbintenissenrecht vanuit Nederlands 

perspectief. 

 

This book provides a comparative 

analysis of the new Belgian law of 

obligations through the lens of Dutch 

legal principles, offering valuable insights 

for legal scholars and practitioners. 
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Visiting Researchers 

Since the start of the academic year, we 

had the pleasure of welcoming a handful 

of new visiting researchers. Find out what 

research they are currently undertaking: 

 

• Esen Egemen 

• Jason Santos 

• Leonardo Eiji Kawamoto 

• Pietro Mattioli 

• Marianna di Stefanno 

 

    

  

 

 Event Highlights 

 
  

  

Reimagining Prosperity, The 

Transformative Power of Private Law 

On October 25th, Marija Bartl gave 

her inaugural lecture at the Aula, 

examining how the European Union 

could support member states in shaping 

and realizing a renewed "imaginary of 

prosperity" through reforms in 

law. Watch the lecture. 
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Kick-off of New Lecture Series: The 

Value(s) of Private Law 

This semester, we launched our new 

lecture series, The Value(s) of Private 

Law, examining how private law shapes 

societal values. Semester 1 featured 

distinguished scholars like Günter 

Frankenberg and Robert Wai, discussing 

topics like social enterprises and 

transnational law. Stay tuned for our 

upcoming lecture with Sofie Cools and for 

the Semester 2 lineup. 
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ELS Summer Academy 

In late August, ACT researchers joined 

the Summer Academy of the European 

Law School network, an alliance of eight 

capital city law schools. The week-long 

event, themed ‘Law’s Nature—What 

Ecological Future for European Law and 

Beyond?’, brought together 40 students 

for lectures, workshops, and excursions. 

Marija Bartl, Candida Leone, Kinanya 

Pijl, and Klaas Eller (co-organizer) 

presented their work on private law in the 

Green Transition. 
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Whitepaper Launch 

The Sustainable by Design project, 

consisting of two ACT members, Marija 

Bartl and Nena van der Horst, as well as 

Rutger Claassen (Utrecht University) 

advocates for a new industrial policy in 

the EU to support sustainable and 

competitive economic practices. On 

September 5, the online launch of the 

whitepaper, Sustainable by Design: 

Industrial Policy for Long-Term 

Competitiveness in the EU, took 

place. Click here to download the paper 

and listen to the recording. 

 

    

  

  
   

  

Nieuw Belgisch verbintenissenrecht 

vanuit Nederlands perspectief 

On October 3rd, Sébastien de 

Rey's colloquium explored Belgium's new 

law of obligations and its ties to Dutch 

law. ACT researchers like Jan Wassink, 

Devrim Kroese, and Marco Loos and 

scholars from Belgium and the 

Netherlands discussed contract 

formation, performance, and breach, 

sharing insights from both legal systems. 
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Expert Workshop: CPE in Data 

Protection Law 

October 23, the APPLIED project, led by 

Francesca Episcopo, Anna van Duin, and 

Jef Ausloos, hosted an expert workshop 

at the UvA. Scholars from private and 

privacy law discussed the role of 

collective private enforcement (CPE) in 

enhancing justice and judicial protection 

under the GDPR and the Representative 

Action Directive. Read the report. 

 

  

  

  

  
   

  

Roundtable, From Critical to 

Transformative Law and Legal Discourse 

A roundtable discussion on legal 

discourse and transformative law took 

place at the Roeterseiland campus, which 

was chaired by Chantal Mak and included 

guest speakers like Joana Mendes, Harm 

Schepel Poul Kjaer, Agustin Menendez, 

and more. 
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Social Justice, Private Law and Europe? 

2004-2044 – Keeping the Hope Alive 

The workshop organized by ACT member 

Candida Leone as well as Tommaso Fia 

(Universität Tübingen), Martijn 

Hesselink (EUI), Carolina Paulesu (EUI) 

held at the University of Amsterdam, 

gathered scholars to revisit the 2004 

Manifesto for Social Justice in European 

Contract Law. 

 

  

  

  

 

 Featured Researcher 

 
  

  

Marija Bartl 

Rethinking Prosperity: Marija Bartl on 

Shared Wealth, Dignity, and Democracy. 

In an interview, Professor Marija Bartl 

discusses the urgency of moving toward 

shared prosperity and the transformative 

power of private law to address inequality 

and strengthen democratic values. 
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  Media, Talks & Web 

 
  

 

New European Research Council Report: Transformative Change for a Sustainable 

Future 

A new ERC Scientific Council  report highlights over 300 ERC-funded projects, including 

Marija Bartl's N-EXTLAW project (page 36), including team members Nena van der 

Horst and Finn Sanders, which explores legal frameworks for sustainable, non-extractive 

economic models. 

  

 

  
   

 

Fundamentele rechten en het Nederlands privaatrecht: een dialoog 

The publication written in Dutch by Chantal Mak explores the intersection of private law 

and societal challenges in the Netherlands, emphasizing how legal frameworks can adapt 

to evolving issues such as sustainability and digitalization. It proposes a dialogue-

oriented approach to ensure private law remains effective and equitable. Read it here. 

  

 

  
   

 

A ‘Digital Turn’ for Sustainability Due Diligence? Digital Tools and the CSDDD 

Klaas Eller wrote an opinion piece in the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre 

titled A ‘digital turn’ for sustainability due diligence?, exploring how the EU’s Corporate 

Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD) will reshape corporate practices. While 

digital tools like AI and big data are key to mapping supply chains and assessing risks, 

Eller cautions against compromising human-centered sustainability goals for 

technological efficiency. 

  

 

  
   

https://cdn.uva.nl/1/5/1537/15/-cL0B1Nh_CJBWhfADF-1hFidc7o6_mtwzvoSCbsJe3rmW_kElf7jl2ZTAWq_Jh7sWr39zGOIkDrR1Bc_13iSJ-2LXmhbXLnO2eEfsj6-lMSO-GunCgJvR8cUrdmZvFZzkGeexpEphUDbla7x
https://cdn.uva.nl/1/5/1537/15/B8t1bP4QdoXqsMyQRosnM06CUe77w8RGcKwEr6Qx179E6am_lKwnXDVeL0R0wvmLYEu9I4S0z9_vsIdsHE6B1Ig1R5iYxofGcSx5VsKtCkpagXaT-tCxDg1JSfnghRxPxUT7Vcf6p4GgrRE
https://cdn.uva.nl/1/5/1537/15/hNQ4f_KyI6Lpwr6sRY8_hzB4UfATyWe9vI-JDQTLixWE_um1FbDPGXzPOAiu6a4pxUA3czgpBX5qdkxA2nQ7avXWHyuawigWHM2863mE5zRAdvsZOH3xtRff8Y2qf0H672rIUGwt-d3j-WXb
https://cdn.uva.nl/1/5/1537/15/thGMGZMU4TlBuCbYoAZXyL3FrV-k1EgWQz0r3q1ErFhhXhCvF-sJGp8Ri_kCFYBRHoHb2z1tk6CDp-lXqvAbXa7lWrKqyr_SGVBv068lqvyib6lfH6brauFC3BJQytKZfj_2Rjj5lMOsT7Y
https://cdn.uva.nl/1/5/1537/15/E9hWpEQNnYKHlMAZarFVS9VyncOJgTCzoypxILyfZCecgaKRA74mf45Om4pZ0T-fcTzGLbqaVu3b-VDKT5hobw1qUiFlOJxP0k4-2lGrCSW_n8et0nIDovo_RM50491o24J2oSA0_FWQ76Uo


 

Towards Rights-Compatible Use of Digital Technologies in Stakeholder Engagement 

Klaas Eller contributed to a UN OHCHR consultation on digital technologies in 

corporate human rights efforts, presenting findings from the interdisciplinary project 

‘DigiChain’ on October 13-14. This project, a collaboration with the Asser Institute and 

partly funded by a UvA Seed Grant, examines digital tools' roles in Green Deal 

regulations. 

  

 

  
   

 

TPL Blog Symposium: Social Justice, Private Law and Europe(?) 2024-2044: Keeping 

the Hope Alive 

This past October, the TPL blog hosted a series inspired by the workshop “Social Justice, 

Private Law, and Europe(?) 2024-2044: Keeping the Hope Alive”.  The blogs explored 

themes like addressing systemic injustices through private law, the impact of 

digitalization on equity, and reimagining private law for social justice. 

  

 

  
   

 

Laura Burgers on BNR News Radio 

On November 12, Laura Burgers discussed the Shell climate case on BNR News Radio, 

offering a legal perspective on its significance for corporate accountability in combating 

climate change. Catch her commentary at 17:44:33 in the BNR broadcast archive: Listen 

here. 

  

 

 

 Upcoming Events 

 
  

January 
The Value(s) of Private Law with Sofie Cools (Radboud University) 
A3.01 / online, 15.30-17.00 
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